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Environment

Coillfe had jts Forestry Stewardship Cownsl (F5C)
certificate for good forest management renewed
until 2011 following a periodic re-assessment
camed oul by 5oil Association Woodmark, an
independent firm ol emeonmental auditors. Tha
certification process requires Coillte to demanstrate
that its forests are managed In accordance with
strict sodal, environmental and economic criteria,
Cur forests e been F5C cerlified since 20017

Coilite curmently panticipates in three LIFE Mature
Projects funded by the ELL Projects begun in 2002
and 2004 1o restone active Blanket bog and raised
bog habitats respectively were supplemented in 2006
by & third project which aims (o restore 550 hectares
of priority woodland habitats at nine locations
throughout lneland

These progects complement the Company's natusns
Consenation sirategy.

Forest management planning

During 2006 Coillte Forest developed detailed plans
which set out the long term vision for the management
of its fornsts. The plans address a wide mnge of economic,
social and emdronmental obiectives. Public consultation
on these plans was carried out at 32 public meetings
held throughout the country and through publication
of the plans on tha Coillie websiie,

Consultation was completed with our stakahalders
and the Forest Service on a general felling licence for
the period 2007-2010. Coillte aise worked clesely with
the National Parks and Wildiife Sendoe and the Forest
Senvics on the development of requirements for the
management of forest operations in river catchments
That provide habitats for the fresh water pearl mussel
and ather species

Lough Key Forest and Activity Park

Lough Eey Forest and Activity Park Is 2 50:50 joint venture
between Coillte and Roscommon County Council that
Is devidoping new visitor faclitees st Lough Key, Boyle,
County Rascommen, The construction phase of the
peoject, which compiises the Lough Eey Experience - a
wilk taking wvisitors down through historic tunnals amd
up into the tree canapy - § visitor centre incompaorating
& Boda Borg Adventure House, and a major new
children’s play area was substantially progressed in
2006 with the facilities scheduled to open in 2007,
This €8 million invesiment & supporied by Fadte
kreland under the Mational Developrment Plan.

Recreation

Cofite mitiated a Forest Recreation infrastructure
Upgrade Programme part funded under the Mational
Development Plan adrministered by Failte reland in
2006, The programme kwobies 34 separate elements
ranging from a major mountain bike facility in

the Ballyhoura Mountains, to the ‘Walkers Welcome
initiative and the setting up of 2 new recreation
website "Collite Cutdecrs”. The project involes

@ botal imvestment o over €5.3 million. Elements of
the projects ane alsp supparted by Cark and Limerick
County Councils. This project will result i substantial
enhancernant of forest recreation facilities. 1t wall
bensfit local users and suppart the bousism industry
in its efforts o attract both kish and foreign visitors

Codlte contributed sgnificantly to the development
of the National Trails Strategy during the yvear,
providing technacal advice and chairing one of the
weorking qroups. Dissgatiand wene initated with
Mountain Biking lreland with a view 1o developing a
collaborathve approach to managing the increasingly
popular sctivity of mountain biking In owr forests.
Ciilite ako progressed a number of puogects wender
the Nesghbourwood Schema operated by the Fovest
Service and these will be comgdeted in 2007
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An Taisce North West Donegal Newsletter August and
September 2006.

Dear Member.

Hope 1o find you well and enjoying what is lefi of our Summer. The lollowing events
have been arranged for August and September.

6.15
6.45

7.30

Visit by An Taisce to “Restoring Active Blanket Bog in Ireland™ with An Coillte
at Croaghonagh, Ballybofey on Thursday the 31® of August.  Meeting at
Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey at 6pm sharp. The schedule for the evening is us
follows:

Tea/Coffes
Brief presentation of project

Diepart for Croaghonagh
End of visit.

Visit to Inisboffin Island on Sunday the 10" September @ 11am, meeting point -
Magheraroarty Pier Dr. Seosamh O Ceallaigh has been invited 1o be our guide,
Bring a packet lunch, life jackets on board. The cost for the day is 15€. Please
book ahead with May MeClintock (074 9122121) or Una Cronin (074 9151057)

Lecture by Dr. Frank Sweeney al lonad Cois Luiche, Dunlewey @ 8pm on
September 21" (Autumn Equinex), Dr. Sweeney will give a lecture on his boak
“That Old Sinner”, a comprehensive account of the LLSR railway between
Letterkenny and Burtonport. He will outline the artefacts still to be seen on the
line, particularly those that should be preserved. Admission 5€

Volunteers needed on Saturday aftemoon 30° September st LochBeag,
Dermryveagh, Gartan, to help restare and re-paint the seals adjacent lo the An
Taisce memorial caim. Picnic afterwards if midges allow!

Bob and Ann Kavanagh have opened their garden at Common, Raphoe and have
begun a garden trail in East Donegal. Information available at (74 0145336,

We look forward to seeing you at any of the events, non-members also welcome,

Una and May.

If you have an email address please send it to our membership secretary
at decel@eircom.net. This will help us to cut down on the costs
associated with keeping in contact with all our members,
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Boardwalks DIY

IPCC are increasing our expertise in the area of peatland management, thanks to the
acquisition of Lodge Bog, Co. Kildare last year. In this article, we share our experience

and thoughts with you on how best to block drains and build

[PCC are undertaking a
roject to raise the waler
evels of Lodge Bog, an [PCC
reserve in Co. Kildare, For the
last VEeAT We have been
monitoring the water levels in
the bog. While the central area
of Lodge Bog supports the
typical vegetation of active
raised bog and the water-table
remains within 20em of the
surface, the marginal areas of
the bog are suffering from
desiccation. Callunn vulgaris
{Ling Heather) dominates in
these areas and the water level
has dropped to more than a
metre below the surface in
some places.

Blocking the Drains

In 2006, IPCC will block 2,200
metres (5059 ) of drains on
Lodge Bog. The aim of the
programme is to maintain the
water table within 10cm of the
surface. By doing this it is

W
P

expected that the cover of
Spﬁagrrrrm-rifh peal-forming
bog vegetation will increase.
This is vital if the raised bog is
to have any long-term chance
of survival.

Options for Dams

Various materials are available
for drain-blocking including
wood, metal, peat and
recycled plastic. In Ireland,
peat dams have been the most
common material used, but
the use of recycled plastic is
now becoming more frequent.
The disadvantages of using,
peat is that the machines used
to excavate the peal can cause
dﬂm.‘lgﬂ- ko the bog surface. In
addition, the excavation of
peat from the site will cayse
damage and if the peat is
taken from the area adjacent
to the drain, the series of
excavation hollows can act as
a secondary parallel drain. To
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boardwalks on bogs.
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avoid these difficulties, IPCC
have opted to use recycled
plastic for blocking the drains
on Lodge Bog.

Recycled Plastic Dams
Recycled plastic is an
impermeable material, very
sturdy, light and easy to
transport. The type of plastic
dams that are commonly used
are referred to as plastic sheet
piling. Coillte have used these
dams in many of the blanket
bogs it is restoring. IPCC are
liaising with a company in
Morthern Ireland who supply
Geoflex recycled pve sheets to
organise a demonstration for
IPCC staff and volunteers on
Lodge Bog in order to test out
the method in the field. The
plastic sheets supplied
measure 3 metres in length,
are 30em wide and 6mm thick.
These sheets can be firmly
slotted together to form dams
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THE RESTORATION OF
BLANKET BOG IN IRELAND

Dic. jobn Cansghen
Projoct Ecalope

Blanket bogs are orm of breland’s most
widespread and impormnt natwral kabieats.
The habitar wpports a range of specialized
plant and animal species, many of which are
considered to be rure and dweatened in a
Eurcpean contit such as marsh saxifrage
(Saxifrags hirculus), the otter and the
merlin It has boen estimated that blankat
bogs once covered approximacely |0% of
the land surfsce of braland. Chver recent
genturies hewever more than B0% of tha
habizse has Bean lost or modifed due @
practices such as peat-cutting, afforescdon
#nd agricolural reclamation. In 2002
Collite commenced § project which was
aimeed at the restoration of blanke: bog
within & mumber of ks properties. Tha
prejoct, which Is joindy funded by Coilllee
and DG-Ernironmens under the EU LIFE-
Mature Pregramme. Is a fourpear schame
the primary alm of which is to schizve
restoration of blanket bag habitat within
1212 heomres of lind. The maln focus of
the project, scthve blanket bog, bs listed a5 2
priority habieat for conservation under
Annez | of the ELUL Habitaes Dinective and
che areas for resteration sither Be within,
or adjacent to, candidaze Special Aress of
Comtervation, A torl of 14 sites, mas of
which are locaed along the western
sezhoard of refand, have been selected for
restoration. At mes ses the maln
restoration maasures employed are the
falling of condfers and the blocking of any
exlsting drains.

Although the dtes are afforested with
eonlfiers to varying dogrees, mest sl
ponealn significant areas of blanket bog
vepecation. Tha main plnt species growing
in these open bog areas are purple moar-
grazs (Mol caeruea), black bog rush
(Schoenes nigricans), ling {(Callana wulgaris),
cross-leaved heath (Eria tetralix]), comman
bog-cotmon (Erophorum angustifoliem] and
warbous Sphagruim mosses. As che
aficrested arex within tims vary contider.
abily in terms of oo age and growth rate a

number of different approaches are
required in order 1o achiove restoration of
the blanker bog hablot

Restoration Techniques
Used

At sitet swch 31 Emlaghdiuroe, Co. Galway
and Shanwalalan, Co. Mayo much of the
timber was sxtracted by conventhanal tres
harvesting methods. Trees were folled and
ramoved by machine and che resulting
ground swerface was covered by cux stumps
and conifer branches. As there ls little bog
vagetatiaon remaining in these aress, which
ke been under tall conifers for 30 o 40
years, the recavery of blankes bog at chess
sites will be relativaly show, especially in the
shore term. In addithon & the removal of
thie mature conifer crop, levels ef conlfer
regeneration will have 1o ba monored
inco the future and any conffer
seediingulsaplings will have to be remaoved,
At mary of the sites within the project,
suach a5 Esheragh and Owaenandrragh in Co
Mayo, there were areas of conifer planta-
ton whera the mrees were small in stature
due primariy to poor growth rates. As a
pasule, thi trees had noe achivved 3 chosed
eanopy and 3 cover of bog voguoation,
masily dominated by shher purple moar.
grass or ling heather, was present. Mot of
this trest In these areas were feliad
rranually by chainsaw anrd bafc o0 she. In
order to allow betmer regeneration of the
bog wegetation and o fadlitate the block-
ing of draina, fallad trees were windrowed
and, In one of the Ca. Myyo sites, chipped
by rachine, The prospects for the
recovery of bog vepeoition in these areas
are generally good with purple moor-grass
the maln bog species ta recolonlze,

If a blanket bag surface ks drying out It may
be prone to colonlsation from conifers
seeding In from adjacent areas of planca-
ton |0 siach areas thare i genarally a low
density of colonlsing trees prosent and, as a
result, these tross are easily removed by
rnanes! felling, The feliing of conifers

regenerating on Intset blankes bog s beling
carried out at 3 number of sites In the
Slleve Bloams, Co. Laois,

A5 blanket bogs require a high water-tible
in ordar oo survive any active draing wichin
the site areas were dammad, by hand, using
interlocking platie pling dams. The block-
irg of draing with peat was alzo carried out
az & number of sites. This blocking of
dralng will slow water mevernent and thus
roduce the rats of water loss from the
sites. This will, in turn, lead to 3 raising of
water levels in the surrounding areas and
assise thay re-wettingirestoratian of the
blanket bog habitaz. The damming of drains
is being carrled out to varying extents at
afll giees and the resulene changes in water
levels within the peat is being assessed
using 5 number of VWater Level Rangs
Gauges (WalRaGs).

Future Monitoring

The efficacy of these warkous bog
restoration measures are bafng monitored
avar the lifetims of the project. Changes
in the vegemtion composition following
e removal i being monitored in peema-
nent plots which are surveyed at regular
intervals. The quality of water In streams
which llow owt of felled areas is also baing
manlored at 2 rumbaer of locationi.
Adthough the complete relabiliatdon of
active blanket bog habiar may oko
decades o achieve ar some of the e it
is angicipated thaz by the end of this
pn:ill:tﬁrlrmrd’ﬁ:hlhfﬂl
gemerally will be well progresed. An
imparzant aspect of this projoct i that it
will provide valuble knformation reganding
the most appropriate and cost-efiective
bog restoration techrigoes in reland and i
is hoped that this iformadon will be of
wvalue to any futurs bog restoration

programmes in the country

For further information please
contact: Kovin Donnellan - Project
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